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Immigration of all types provides a substantial benefit  
to the British economy.

Economic growth and jobs are increased by immigration.  
In Britain, 14% of new jobs are created by immigrants 
(approximately twice as many as their proportion  
of the population).1

Freedom of movement within the EU contributes  
£60 billion to the UK economy.2 

1. www.creatingourjobs.org/data/MigrantEntrepreneursWEB.pdf
2. Centre for Economics and Business Research

FACT: 

MYTH: 
The current failings of the 
British economy are made 
worse by immigration. The opposite 

is true.



FACT: 

MYTH: 
Immigration drives 
down wages.

l Research shows that immigration does not drive 
down wages, even for the very lowest paid workers 
in Britain.3

l Of course the government should be enforcing 
minimum wage standards and increasing the 
minimum wage to the level of a living wage.

3. http://blogs.independent.co.uk/2011/09/27/labour-are-apologising-for-their-record-on-
immigration-in-office-they-are-wrong-to-do-so

This is 
untrue.



FACT: 
MYTH: 
Britain attracts immigrants 
because of the high standard 
of living.l Pay and other benefits for 

average British workers are 
among the lowest in Western 
Europe. 

l Britain is not a uniquely attractive destination for economic 
migration and has one of the lower levels of immigration of 
the Western European economies.4

l Of 13 richer countries in the world per head of population, 
10 have a higher proportion of migrants.5 

l Immigration contributes to economic growth benefiting all. 

4. http://socialisteconomicbulletin.blogspot.co.uk/2014/06/economics-and-debate-on-immigration-ii.html
5. http://socialisteconomicbulletin.blogspot.co.uk/2013/03/economics-and-debate-on-immigration.html

The opposite 
is true.



l Asylum claims in the UK are 
33% below the EU average.

l The UK accounts for just 9% of 
asylum claims in Europe – the 
lowest proportion in over a decade.6

l 2.8 million people have fled war-torn Syria yet just 24 
Syrians have moved to Britain under a special programme.7

l Britain, as the sixth richest country in the world, should 
remain a place where people fleeing persecution can come 
to find safety. 

6. www.keithtaylormep.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/MythandFactflyer4.pdf
7. www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jun/20/uk-24-syrians-vulnerable-persons-relocation-scheme

FACT: 
MYTH: 
Britain is flooded with 
asylum seekers.

The opposite 
is true.



An economic study by the 
University of London8 found:

l that people coming to Britain 
from Eastern Europe, for 
example, were 60% less likely to receive benefits or live 
in social housing than people born in the UK;

l these immigrants contributed 37% more to the public 
finances than the cost of services they used; 

l in contrast, people born in the UK used services worth 
20% more than the taxes paid. 

8. www.keithtaylormep.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/MythandFactflyer4.pdf

FACT: 
MYTH: 
Paying for immigrants and 
their children is crippling 
Britain’s public services.

The opposite 
is true.


