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Refugees Welcome Here
SAY NO TO RACISM / STOP SCAPEGOATING 
IMMIGRANTS / REJECT ISLAMOPHOBIA
Monday 28 September 5.30pm
Coffee Republic
60–65 Kings Road,  
Brighton BN1 2EB  
• Refreshments provided

Labour Party Conference 2015

Speakers:

Diane Abbott MP
Claude Moraes MEP 
Tony Kearns
Senior Deputy General Secretary, CWU

Talha Ahmad  
Muslim Council of Britain National Council

Edie Friedman
Executive Director, Jewish Council for Racial Equality

Sabby Dhalu 
Unite Against Fascism & Stand Up To Racism

Weyman Bennett 
Unite Against Fascism & Stand Up To Racism,  
Calais Solidarity Delegation member

Supported by:

Tell David Cameron: 
we must welcome 
refugees

Stand Up To Racism
Newsletter Autumn 2015

#RefugeesWelcome



Europe is facing the biggest 
migration of refugees since 
the second world war. What is 

described as the “refugee crisis” is 
only a crisis because of the refusal of 
some EU countries including Britain 
to offer a safe haven for the people 
fleeing war, poverty and persecution.

The EU recently agreed ‘quotas’ but 
this only applies to 120,000 refugees 
currently stuck in Italy, Greece and 
Croatia. Over a million refugees are 
expected to arrive this year in the 
EU. There is no proper solution to the 
flow of refugees to the EU, with some 
countries resisting resettling refugees. 

There is growing support for far right 
and fascist organisations in Europe 
and many countries are conceding 
to racist arguments about refugees 
– often wrongly scapegoated for 

austerity measures and the fall in 
living standards. 

Hungary’s right wing conservative 
Fidesz Party Prime Minister Viktor 
Orban said he did not want a large 
number of Muslim refugees that 
threaten Christianity. Neo-Nazi Jobbik 
is currently polling in second place 
on 28 per cent in Hungary. A lot of 
the hostility and negativity about 
refugees is being driven by far right 
populist, fascist and openly Neo-Nazi 
organisations.

War and economic instability means 
people are fleeing the Middle East 
and Africa in large numbers. The 
largest group of refugees are from 
Syria, followed by Afghanistan and 
Iraq. The majority of these refugees 
are in the surrounding countries. 
For example there are 2 million 

refugees in Turkey and over 1 million 
in Lebanon a small poor country 
roughly the size of Cornwall. 

Viewed in this context, over 1 million 
arriving across the whole of the EU 
does not seem so much. There is a 
large migration of refugees to the 
EU because the poorer countries like 
Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan have 
already taken over 3 million refugees 
and are now struggling to cope with 
the flow. 

Germany has welcomed hundreds of 
thousands of refugees and is projected 
to take around 1 million this year. 

Britain is not doing any where near 
enough. Opting out of the EU quota 
agreement was reprehensible as 
it applied to a small number of 
refugees. Pledging to allow 20,000 

refugees over five years is a woefully 
low number in comparison with the 
numbers Germany, Turkey, Lebanon 
and Jordan are hosting, and is the 
equivalent of what Austria took in one 
day. This September 100,000 people 
marched in London and took part in 
events across Britain to pressure the 
government to welcome refugees. 

We must continue to send a strong 
message to David Cameron: we 
must welcome more refugees. At 
the very least we should let in the 
less than 4,000 refugees currently 
stuck in squalid slums in Calais 
with no proper shelter, support and 
sanitation. We must also take a fair 
proportion of the refugees arriving in 
the EU. 

Refugees welcome here!

Activists from Stand Up To Racism took aid to 
Calais and built solidarity with refugees.

Over 100,000 people marched in London and around the country 
this month to call on the government to do more. Across Europe, 
people are doing the same. Photo: Kelvin Williams.

What you can do
• Join and support the Calais 

Delegations – the next one is due 
on 17 October

• Donate to Stand Up To Racism 
– our work only takes place 
thanks to the donations of our 
supporters.

• Support and build for the UN 
anti-racism day demonstration 
on Saturday 19 March 2016

• For more information on the 
above see:  
www.standuptoracism.org.uk 
info@standuptoracism.org.uk 
twitter@antiracismday

Labour Party leader Jeremy Corbyn is joined by 
John McDonnell MP, Diane Abbott MP, Catherine 
West MP, Clive Lewis MP, Bianca Jagger and 
Shami Chakrabarti (Director, Liberty) at the 
Refugees Welcome rally outside Parliament.


