
The Football Lads Alliance (FLA) are 
trying to use the tragic deaths at the 

Manchester arena last May to peddle 
their Islamophobic agenda. They plan to 
march in the city on Saturday 19 May. 

And the ‘Democratic’ Football Lads 
Alliance (DFLA) is to march alongside 
Tommy Robinson, former leader of the 
English Defence League, in London on 
Sunday 6 May.

For all the FLA’s talk of being “united 
against extremism”, their real agenda has 
become clearer in recent months. 

The Premiership has now issued a 
warning to clubs about the FLA and its 
links to right wing extremists. 

The far right was allowed on the FLA’s 
most recent outing in Birmingham in 
March when around 2,000 joined its racist 
event. 

FLA founder John Meighan welcomed 
fascist Tommy Robinson onto their 
protest. The main speaker at their rally 
was Anne Marie Waters, a notorious 
Islamophobe who leads the far right For 
Britain party. 

And racist abuse was dished out at 
Asian bystanders as the FLA marched 
past.

Newspapers such as the Times and 
Observer, have reported on the racism 
and Islamophobia at the heart of the FLA. 
Their secret Facebook page is full of racist 
and Islamophobic posts. 

These have included threats to the 
shadow home secretary Diane Abbott and 
the London mayor Sadiq Khan. 

FLA supporters have also expressed 
support for Darren Osborne, the man 
who carried out the murderous assault on 
Finsbury Park mosque in north London.

Islamophobic
It is now clear that the FLA is pushing a 
racist and Islamophobic agenda and is 
openly working with the far right. 

Stand Up To Racism does not believe 
that we should let their growth go 
unchallenged. That’s why we’re calling 
on anti-racists, trade unionists, faith 
groups and campaigners to join our 
demonstration opposing the DFLA 

in London on 6 May, and the FLA in 
Manchester on 19 May.

Our demos are supported by leading 
trade unionists and campaigners. In 
Manchester the protest is also backed 
by three local MPs, the Labour leader of 
Manchester City Council, and many others. 

Don’t let racism divide us.

Oppose the rise 
of the Football 
Lads Alliance

Stand Up To Racism factsheet

ACROSS EUROPE far right 
groups are gaining support, 
from the Nazi Front National 
in France to Victor Orban’s 
antisemitic and Islamophobic 
government in Hungary. 

In the US Donald Trump’s 
racism encouraged fascists to 
go onto the streets, such as in 
Charlottesville where Heather 
Heyer was murdered last 
summer. 

In Britain the far right has 

declined. Thanks to anti-
fascist campaigning the Nazi 
British National Party no 
longer has MEPs and scores 
of councillors and the English 
Defence League (EDL) can no 
longer mobilise thousands.

The electoral success of the 
xenophobic UKIP has also 
been halted and reversed.

But the Tories under Theresa 
May still scapegoat migrants, 
refugees and the Muslim 

community and are egged on 
by the right wing press.

This has fuelled racism 
against Muslims on the 
streets. 

In the wake of terrorist 
attacks in Manchester and 
London Bridge last year, 
groups such as the FLA began 
to talk of Muslims as an 
enemy within.

They push the same 
narrative about Muslims as 

racists did about black and 
Asian people in the 1970s and 
Jewish people in the 1930s. 

Muslims are not the 
“problem” or the “enemy”.  
And football should be for 
everyone. 

We can’t allow racist 
marches that scapegoat one 
section of our society to go 
unopposed on the streets of 
our multicultural cities.

It’s time to make a stand. 

Stand up against the growth of the racist right 

Sunday 6 May, 12pm, 
Speakers’ Corner, 
Hyde Park, London W2 2EU 
For more information see the facebook 
event “Oppose Tommy Robinson and the 
Democratic Football Lads Alliance”

Saturday 19 May, 11am
Manchester Piccadilly Gardens 
For more information see the facebook 
event: “Manchester demonstration: Don’t let 
the racists divide us”
• Sign the petition against the FLA marching 

in Manchester at: bit.ly/2H3kx0U

JOIN THESE PROTESTS



Tommy Robinson, Nazi 
Nazi Tommy Robinson is a poster boy for 
the far right—and is treated like a celebrity 
on FLA marches.

He was leader of the fascist English 
Defence League (EDL), a street movement 
that sought to terrorise Muslims. 

Under Robinson’s leadership EDL 
members engaged in violent assaults on 
Muslims, trades unionists and  
anti-fascists.

Robinson is also a former member 
of the Nazi British National Party. He 
sees the FLA and DFLA as a potential 
recruiting ground for his fascist ambitions. 

Robinson has called a far right gathering 
at Speakers’ Corner in London on 6 May 
and the DFLA have said they will join it. 
Anti-racists must oppose them. 

The FLA’s far 
 right friends

Who are the 
DFLA? 
The Democratic Football Lads Alliance 
(DFLA) broke with John Meighan’s FLA 
leadership after falling out over money. 

But their politics are just as racist. 
They have linked up with what’s left of 

the racist Ukip party (see below). Ukip 
leader Gerard Batten spoke at the DFLA 
rally in Birmingham in March. His speech 
was unashamedly Islamophobic.

And Ukip MEP Bill Etheridge spoke 
at their rally in Telford and they worked 
together building for their rally in 
Rochdale. Other figures on the Telford 
protest included Mo Fyaz, a close associate 
of Tommy Robinson. 

The DFLA also work with Veterans 
Against Terrorism , a deeply Islamophobic 
group. The two groups have organised 
marches in towns where police and 
authorities have failed victims of child 
sexual exploitation. They are trying to 
push the racist lie that sexism and abuse 
are specific to Muslim men.

UKIP link up
with street 
movement
Ukip are hoping to rebuild their base 
by appealing to the far right because 
they looked set for a total wipeout in the 
English local elections in May.

Their MEP Bill Etheridge invited former 
members of the fascist English Defence 
League to join Ukip and make it into a 
“real force”. 

Ukip funder Lord Pearson recently met 
with leading far right figures in the House 
of Lords. At the meeting were the leaders 
of Veterans Against Terrorism, Nazi Toni 
Bugle and members of the DFLA. 

We cannot let Ukip revive through 
realigning the forces of the far right.

Anne Marie Waters, 
leader of far right 
For Britain 
Anne Marie Waters set up the far right 
For Britain party after she was judged too 
Islamophobic even for the racists of Ukip. 

Waters said the “only evil we have 
legalised is Islam”. In an undercover 
ITV programme, last year, Waters 
referred to Muslims, as “these f***ers”. 
She went onto say, “Stop all Muslim 
immigration now.”

Waters launched the UK arm of 
the racist Pegida organisation in 2016, 
along with Tommy Robinson.

Waters, like Robinson and the FLA, 
admires Donald Trump. His anti-
Muslim bile encourages them.

She spoke at the FLA’s Birmingham 
march. Waters said that Robinson 
was welcome to join her new group, 
“Regardless he can’t stand for election 
because of his record. 

“But I’ll certainly open up the party 
for him to join”. 

She is also linked to Generation 
identity (GI), a European far right group.

FLA leader quits,  
but danger remains
John Meighan, the founder of the FLA, has 
quit the movement. Pressure from anti-
racists and internal criticisms inside the 
FLA saw Meighan fending off accusations of 
financial irregularities. 

His boasts about a 20,000 strong turnout 
by the FLA in Birmingham also came to 
nothing when only 1-2,000 marched. 

But while Meighan’s departure is a 
victory nobody should think it heralds the 
end of the FLA. If anything his resignation 
could make it easier for the fragmented 
‘movement’ to come together.

It’s just as important to mobilise against 
the FLA in Manchester now as before 
Meighan jumped ship.

JOIN STAND UP TO RACISM TODAY
Stand Up To Racism is a broad based 
organisation made up of anti-racists, 
students, trade unionists and faith groups. 

We organise various activities and 
events aimed at challenging the rise of 
racism. For more information and to help 
with our campaigns, please get in touch:

Tommy Robinson (centre) was mobbed when he joined an FLA demo in London
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‘Stand Up To Racism’

 @AntiRacismDay 

standuptoracism.org.uk 

 info@standuptoracism.org.uk


